
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

Unit Goals 
*Using strategies before, during, and after they read (picture walk, predicting, retelling) 
*Looking at the cover of the book and making a prediction about what they think the book 
is going to be about 
*Using what they know about letters and sounds to figure out new words (using the first 
letter and the picture, looking at all the parts of the word, breaking the word into parts, 
skipping the word to see what would make sense, looking at word families, looking at 
spelling patterns, looking at the beginning and ending of the word) 
*Checking their reading by asking themselves, ”Does this look right? Sound Right? Make 
sense?” 
*Reading books with their reading partner, helping each other solve tricky words, and 
talking about the strategies they used to solve tricky words 
*Reading books with their partner and talking about what they read 
 

First Grade Reading Unit: 
Word Detectives 

Common Core Standards Addressed 
*RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
*RL.1.2 Retell stories, including key details, 
and demonstrate understanding of their 
central message or lesson. 
*RL.1.3 Describe characters, setting, and 
major events in a story using key details 
*RL.1.4 Identify words and phrases in 
stories or poems that suggest feelings or 
appeal to the senses 
*RL.1.10 With prompting and support, read 
prose and poetry of appropriate complexity 
for grade 1 

 
 

Tips to Help Your Child At Home 
*Read books with your child 
*Look at the cover and make a prediction 
about what the book is going to be about 
*Go on a picture walk before reading the 
book 
*Ask them questions about what they read 
*Retell the story by telling what happened 
first, next and last 
*Encourage your child to use word solving 
strategies to try and figure out words 
they don’t know 
*Reread the same books over and over to 
help build fluency 
 


