
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Grade Reading Unit: 
Meeting Characters and 

Learning Lessons 

Common Core Standards Addressed 
*RL.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details 
in a text 
*RL.1.2 Retell stories, including details, and 
demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson 
*RL.1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in a story, using key details 
*RL.1.4 Identify words and phrases in stories that 
suggest feelings 
*RL.1.7 Use illustrations and details in a story to 
describe its characters, setting, or events 
*RL.1.9 Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories 
 

Tips to Help Your Child At Home 
*Read books with your child and ask them 
questions about what happened in the story (did 
the character learn a lesson?) 
*Look at the cover and make a prediction about 
what the book is going to be about 
*Go on a picture walk before reading the book 
*Talk about the characters in the story and where 
the story takes place (setting) 
*Identify the problem and solution in the story 
*Talk about how and why the character changes 
throughout the story  
*Encourage your child to change their voice and 
facial expressions while reading depending upon 
how the character is feeling 
*Ask your child what they would have done if they 
were the character in the story 
*Encourage your child to use word solving 
strategies to try and figure out words they don’t 
know 
*Reread the same books over and over to help 
build fluency 

Unit Goals 
*Getting to know the characters in their books by paying attention to what the characters do, say, how they act, and feel 
*Getting to know the characters in their books by thinking about how the character’s feelings change throughout the 
story (paying attention to the character’s facial expressions and gestures) 
*Paying attention to the words and the pictures to talk about what’s going on in the story 
*Figuring out how a character is feeling by paying attention to punctuation and dialogue tags (screamed, shouted, 
whispered, yelled) 
*Acting out the story with their reading partners by changing their voice and facial expressions 
*Retelling the story using the words first, next, last 
*Using what they know about letters and sounds to figure out new words  
*Reading books with their reading partner and talking about what happened in the story (characters, setting, problem, 
solution) 
*Rereading books to learn even more about their character and build fluency 


