
 
 

 
 

  
 

Unit Goals 
*Getting ready to read non-fiction by thinking about what they already know about the topic, 
taking a picture walk, and thinking about what the book is going to teach them 
*Learning more about their topic by looking at the table of contents, diagrams, photos, bold words, 
and the glossary 
*Asking and answering questions they have about the topic 
*Using what they know about letters and sounds to figure out new words (using the first letter 
and the picture, stretching out the sounds across the whole word, chunking sounds together, 
skipping the word to see what would make sense, looking at word families, looking at spelling 
patterns, looking at the beginning and ending of the word) 
*Reading books with their reading partner and talking about what they learned from the book 
*Rereading books to learn even more about their topic 
 

First Grade Reading Unit: 
Informational Books 

Common Core Standards Addressed 
*RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. 
*RI.1.2 Identify the main topic and retell key 
details of a text 
*RI.1.3 Describe the connection between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text 
*RI.1.4 Ask and answer questions to help 
determine or clarify the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text 
*RI.1.5 Know and use various text features 
(headings, table of contents, glossaries) to 
locate key facts or information in a text 
*RI.1.9 Identify basic similarities in and 
differences between two texts on the same 
topic 
 

Tips to Help Your Child At Home 
*Read books with your child and ask them 
questions about what they learned 
*Look at the cover and make a prediction 
about what the book is going to be about 
*Go on a picture walk before reading the book 
*Talk about new information, interesting facts, 
and topic specific vocabulary words they 
learned from the book 
*Identify non-fiction text features found in 
the book (diagram, glossary, table of contents, 
bold words) 
*Encourage your child to use word solving 
strategies to try and figure out words they 
don’t know 
*Reread the same books over and over to help 
build fluency 
 


